World Studies

Semester Project

Time Off!

Every now and then we all need a little time off…and in the spirit of vacation, you are going to become a Silk Road Travel Agent.  For this final project, you will need to create and market a vacation package.  You will be presenting your vacation packages at a Travel Expo which will be held on Final Exam day.  On this day, you will present your package to groups of potential travelers.  To lure them in, you will need to have a presentation and sales pitch, some Silk Road snacks (which you will create), a flashy brochure and colorful poster board.  Below you will find your specific instructions.  Good luck!

INSTRUCTIONS

Your package must include:

· Hotel and airfare for at least two Silk Road cities

· Any additional transportation costs (such as train fare, car rentals etc.)

· Dates and best times to travel

· A detailed itinerary of at least six historic Silk Road sites

· A dining guide for Silk Road flavors (what type of foods you can expect, as well as recommended restaurants)

·  Things to see and do

·  Nightlife

REQUIREMENTS

You may work individually, in pairs or as a small group (no more than three per group).  However, each individual is responsible for completing all of the assigned elements as an individual.  The only exception is the poster board, which may be developed by the group and submitted for a collective grade.  Please note that all work must be in YOUR OWN WORDS.  Below are your travel agent requirements.

Each individual or group must create:

· A Poster Board (must be a 36” x 48” tri-fold board)

· A travel brochure or guide (brochures should tri-fold)

· A 3-4 page historical summary (with in-text citations) 

· A correctly formatted bibliography (MLA)

· A 5-7 minute sales pitch (if you form a group, then each member must give at least one of the sales pitches on finals day)

DETAILS, DETAILS

Your poster board must be the required height and length (36” x 48” tri-fold).  They can usually be purchased at Walgreens, Office Max, Office Depot, Staples, Wal-Mart and Target.  The board should include images of your destinations, the travel dates, hotel and flight possibilities and sightseeing.  You should have segments about your destinations’ connections to the history of the Silk Roads, religions, cultures and foods.  Your poster board must contain a map of your tour with reference to the historic silk routes and Silk Road landmarks.

Travel Brochure

This tri-fold brochure is a strong selling point for your vacation package.  Your poster board will not have a lot of space for text, so it is in your brochure that you have an opportunity to explain your operation with more detail.  It should include:

· Explanations of historic sights the visitor will see

· Approximate prices and travel dates

· Accommodations

· Dining and nightlife opportunities

· Specialty shopping items that are native to your region

· Misc.—anything else you’d like to add?

Historical Summary
Most tourists want to travel the Silk Roads because of its deep and interesting history.  You must demonstrate that your trip is connected to this history and that you are a competent expert who will make the journey historically interesting.  Your historical summary must be broken into three sections.  Each section will connect your tour to each of the “peak” periods of the Silk Roads.  The summary should consist of a historical analysis of your destinations including a thesis explaining why you chose your destinations.  You should cite at least five sources, including at least one primary source.  You may only use one encyclopedia (Wikipedia counts as an encyclopedia).  Mr. Pond and Mr. Ironstrack will create a “Silk Roads Library” which will move between rooms 220 and 321.  The “Silk Roads Library” can be visited before and after school, by appointment, and at certain points will be available for use during class.  

The Three “Peak” Periods:

- 1st  200 BCE – 200 CE (Romans and Han Dynasty)

- 2nd 600 CE – 900 CE (Byzantine Empire, Islamic Empire, and Tang Dynasty)

- 3rd 1100 CE – 1300 CE.  (Mongols)

Your summary should include specific details about the historical origins of your destinations, historical overview of the local peoples and their cultures, past conflicts and religion(s).  To help you prepare your summary, an outline will be due prior to the final due date.

Sales Pitch

Any sales person will tell you that a pitch will either make or break your product.  You will need to create an informative and entertaining sales pitch to encourage travelers to purchase your vacation package.  Speeches should be no more than 7 minutes. 

Silk Road Snack
This portion will be for extra credit.  You may create (on your own) sample Silk Road snacks to be passed out at the travel expo.  The food must be created on your own using Silk Road recipes and ingredients.  If you choose to create a Silk Road food, you will need to turn in a list of ingredients and a summary of how you created your food.  Some sample foods are: Naan (flatbread/pitas), Hummus, Pasta (Asian), dumplings, hot and sour soup, curry, couscous, fried rice, samosas, falafel, kebabs, bagels, yogurt, baklava, and more!

TIMELINE

This is a tentative timeline of due dates, subject to change:

· December 17/18 Destinations selected

· December 20/21 Annotated list of sources due

· January 10/11 Outlines dues

· January 14/15 Summary Draft Workshop (drafts due)

· January 17-23   Final Projects due (Poster, Presentation, Snack and Summary)

